Differences between congenital-syphilis presenting as sepsis and neonatal sepsis: A case-control study.
Congenital syphilis (CS) can cause serious impact on the fetus. However, congenital syphilis presenting as sepsis is a critical condition but hardly identified by the clinic for the first time. In this study, we aimed to identify the benefit of earlier and accurate diagnosis for the infants who suffer congenital syphilis presenting as sepsis.A retrospective study was performed with patients diagnosed of congenital syphilis presenting as sepsis who were the inpatients in the West China Second Hospital between 2011 and 2018. The control group was collected in the neonatal sepsis patients whose blood culture are positive.Fifty-eight patients were included in the study. In the congenital syphilis group, one patient died and 12 (41.3%) patients get worse to MODS (multiple organ dysfunction syndrome). Symptoms, signs, and lab examinations are found to be significantly different (P < .05) between two groups as below, including rash, palmoplantar desquamation, abdominal distension, splenomegaly, hepatomegaly, etc. And, at the aspect of Hb, PLT, WBC, CRP, ALT, AST, these differences occurred in the different groups. It is obvious that the prognosis of children with syphilis is worse. According to a comparison between the different outcomes in the CS, the worse outcome subgroup of patients is significantly younger and have more severely impaired liver function.Because of the high mortality of these infants, pediatricians should improve awareness of CS. Syphilis screening is recommended for pregnant women.